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Did you ever leaf through a magazine without stopping to look at the 
cartoons? Not many people do. Indeed, some sociologists feel that 
cartoons are one of the major influences on public opinion. I don’t know if 
I'd go that far, however, I would not argue with the notion that many 
laypeople get their information about computers exclusively from 
sensationalist news stories and from cartoons. And just where do the 
cartoonists get their ideas? No one knows for sure, but it’s fairly clear that 
the cartoonists are, for the most part, outsiders looking into the field of 
computers. And this look is generally through a peephole or dirty 
periscope. 

So we probably won't get any profound knowledge about the world of 
computers from cartoons but that’s not the object of cartoons anyway. 
Besides, it’s the incongruous, the unexpected, and the surprise 
connection that makes a situation funny. And there are several hundred of 
these fresh creative leaps of the imagination in this book. 

Ron Anderson, a sociologist at the University of Minnesota, feels that 
computer cartoons can be grouped into six categories: 

1. Humanized computer 

2. Computerized human 

3. Computer as a beneficial tool 

4. Tool evolves into threatening master 

5. The dependent computer 

6. Computer people and insider jokes 
I don’t argue with these categories since Ron has studied the subject far 
more deeply than I have. However, to lend this book some slight degree of 
organization (many computer people have this must-be-organized 
phobia), I found it easier to use a somewhat different group of categories 
from computer dating to computers in the office and so on. 

If you read this far, you probably shouldn’t have bought this book. The 
whole purpose of the book is to read the cartoons and laugh or chuckle or 
giggle or groan. Who ever heard of a preface in a cartoon book anyway? 
Let’s get on with it and have a little cybernetic fun! 


May 1977, Morristown, NJ David H. Ahl 
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Lifelong Laugh Lines 
Think Tank 
Computer-Ease 
Amore Potpourri 
Sandy’s Dandies 
Roguish Robots 
Inside Jokes 
Harbaugh’s HaHa’s 
Hard(ware) Sell 
This Does Not Compute 
One On One 
Swan's Circus 

It's Only Human 
Solo Circuitry 
John’s Jokes 
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‘| got rid of my computer today, when | decided it 
could replace me!" 


“Must you always bring your work home with you?” 


——_ 


/ 


“This isn't quite what | had in mind when | said I'd like 
to be a game show contestant on T.V.!” 
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“| just can't decide which computer is best for me.” 


“The nerve of them, taking the word of their 
computer against my pocket calculator!” 
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“Computer, Computer on my wail .... Who's the 
fairest of them all?” 
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“Didn't | warn you it would lead to this? First your 
boss asks you to bring home a little book work, 
then typing, then a few reports to write up...!” 


“Mrs. Jones, you have had a most unusual baby!!" 


“Poor Harold! He spent hours assembling an 
electronic songbird and our cat ate it!” 


“Wow! The centerfold this month is the new IBM 
Triplex 304!” 


“As you can see, we've programmed the MARK VII 
with a rather refreshing sense of humor.” 


oN 


“Well Captain Johnson, do you think you can tear 
yourself away from your galactic conquests long 
enough to take out the garbage?” 


) 
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“It’s worse than | expected. I've been replaced by a 
pocket calculator.” 
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“You think you've got problems with a heat sink!” “Can't you forget business for a day or two?” 


“At that distance and location your ball will break 
Sharply to the right .... it concludes with ‘Lots of 
Luck!'"" 
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HE PES WHERE [ 


Zit SPREADING THE | 
YR GET ALL THAT MAIR: NN WORD AE0CTTHEWESTY 
SPRAY AND DEODORANT? FLUOROCARBONS /N 


THEVRE FLOATING UP 70 THE TOP OF THE SKY 
ANO EATING THE BRAVE LITTLE OZONE 
LAYER THAT PROTECTS US FROM THE 
UTRAVIOLET MEANIES SL... 


WELL ALL BE UGLY, BUND 
MUTANTS /* 
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NOBODY... EXCEPT ICKY 
OL0 MR. ABPLANALP 
ACROSS THE STREET. 


=. §0, BY THE YEAR Two THOUSAND, 


WHAT RE you 
GOWWA DO 


WITH ALLTHESE 


AMAZINGLY ENOUGH... MOBODY WANTS TO 
USE SPRAY CANS 


J GONNA STUFF EM 
/N MIR. ABPLANALP S 
FURNACE / 


O75 SHBEY PENN IKE 


STUPENDOUS! HORRIFYING/ 


THE BATTLE OF 
THE _SNOWPLOWS! 
THE ENTIRE 
POPULATION OF 
CLEVELAND OHIO 
COMPILED INA 
( SINGLE PASS! 
QauierwY 


* STARRING * 


kINDA LOVEFAGE 
JERRY MATHERS 


AS THE MONSTER 


with 
BOBBY BREEN, MR.CLEAN 
PETER GREEN, JOHN DEAN 


h a Z s Ziq VALERIE PERRINE 
MONSTER FROM THE UNKNOWN! 
t= COMING SOON TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU EI 

as © 1975 “bees Lough 
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=| DOES Gag 
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“What hurts is that | wasn't replac ed by a whole 
computer - just a transistor. 


“The housewives are no longer complaining about 
dishpan hands. Now they've got push-button 
fingers.” 


A MONSTER COMPUTER PEERS INTO 
THE FUTURE !! 


TECHNOLOGY AND THE PUBLIC GREW IMMENSELY. 
COMPUTER RELIANCE INCREASED WITH THE POP- 
ULATION, AND THE INTRUSION OF MACHINE IN HU- 
MAN AFFAIRS DREW GREATER NEGATIVE REACTION 
THAN ANTICIPATED. THE HEIGHT CAME IN 1985 
WHEN A COMPUTER ERRONEOUSLY SCEDULED NINE 
MILLION RESERVATIONS IN YELLOWSTONE PARK, 

CAUSING THE GREAT CAMPER WARS. 
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1986- PUBLIC OPINION oF COMPUTERS 
REVERSES WHEN THE COMPUTRON-HOLO~ 
SYNCH DISCOVERIES GIVE BIRTH [0 
THE HOLOGRAPHIC AGE. EVERYTHING 
FROM FLOW CHARTS TO EPIC PIPTH 
FORM MOVIES CALM AN ENTHRALLED AND 
AND BETTER INFORMED MASS POPULACE. 


CULTS ABOUND... 
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IN THE CONFUSION 
OF INFORMATIONAL 
GLUT, AMERICANS 

WHO HAD BEEN ES. 
SENTIALLY LEADER- 


LESS FOR DECADES 
ARE OVERWHELMED BY 
THE COMPLEXITY OF 
THEIR SITUATION. 
BUT AS FATE 
FALLS, OUT OF THE 
QUAGMIRE OF COM- 
MERCIAL ENTERPRISE 
AN INVENTION COMES 
TO THE RESCUE... 


++eAND BRINGS FAME AND FORTUNE 
To ITS INVENTOR. 
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bed WHAT INVENTION COULD 
R|CAUSE SUCH A STOCK MARKET 


4 SENSATION? 
B{WHAT DEVICE COULD MAKE 


POLITICIANS HONEST? 
WHAT MIRAC! COULD MAKE 


“ TELEVISION FUN TO WATCH? 


Pr NTOUT 
UE* 


INAL PRI 
NEXT ISs 
WHAT GALL. 
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| What suspense! Last issue, the massive machinations of Span-0-Vision produced 


} its first VIS-U-COMP rendition, conjuring an unnerving scenario in which com- 
| puters are nearly rejected em masse by an enraged society. only to rescue 

| themselves with an astounding shift of focust From the irritation of much 

I misuse and quackery, commercial computer technology developes a pearl: 


This device enables a home viewer AND NATURALLY, [F I AM 
to perceive when someone on T.V. = - ELECTED, | CAN ASSURE 

is telling the trutht A special = THE AMERICAN PUBLIC..... 
PSYCHOLOGICAL STRESS EVALUATOR 

UNIT reads variences in voice fre- 

quencies, determines stress,, com- 

putes, and signals when a person 

is fibbing! Feb. 1987- Panicked 

legislators rush a bill through 

Congress prohibiting its use in 

legal proceedings and bans direct 

judgement of utterances on T.V. 


Undaunted, commercial interests 
and T.V. industry backers devise 
a prime-time series in which pol- 
iticians are invited to debate. 
Computers are programmed with all 
pertinent information. The de- 
bator's voices are fed into the 
PS Evaluator, and converted into 
graphic images,.colors, and si- 
multaneous electronic soundtrack 
based on voice frequency modula- 
tions! 


|ADSUUUDUCVOCESUSESSSEUNELECEOURORESEZY 
is then the task 
of viewers to debate 


H the credibility of Gosh! But amazingly, there's more. The home viewer may then 
the speskers from ev-E Cytract claims of politician,, punch into home terminal linked 
Zidence within those = ¢> huge atomic-powered ENCYCLOTRON (a SPAN-O-VISION evolve- 
images (by predeter- = ment ) and réceive a brief cinematic-scenario immediately 
mined criteria) = following said claim, along with its probability rating? 
Once again the world 18 safe for democracye 
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“You can start packing Ethyl ... My new cyborg is 
almost done.” 


OCCURENCES THRU MODULATED 
SOUND AND COLORED LIGHT. EXAMPLE: 
BM PURPOSE OF ONE GAME COULD BE =m 
70 RECORD EMOTIVE SEQUENCE BY 

PRE-PROGRAMMED SOUUDS AS PLAYERS 
EXPERIENCE AGRESSION, FEAR, ANGER. 


Craton 


Noa 
MATRIY. BOARD ij . . EMS SYNTH! 100 — THE ULTIMATE “M00G* Sy4- 
(DIGITAL THESILER. 510 0,240 BITS. 


ORKGE EXLITIES 
25C successive EVENTS. (110 GAMES) REMEMBERS 
SOUND SEQUENCES OF EACH GAME AXD STORES IT, 
WH POST PRODUCEABIITY, Ful EDITING UNITS, 
TWO FIVE OCTAVE KEYBOARDS, SIX TRACKS, TWELVE 
DRIFT- FREE OSCILLATORS. 6AME MAY BE COMBINED 
EDITED, AND PAYED Gi 


IMLEWARDS OR FORWARDS 
| im Fo ceeeo  CIVES COMPLETE CONTRDL TO PAYERS. | 


CREDLE, VARIETY OF TONE, PRODUCEABILI EN | AT CHECKMATE,, COMPUTER 
AHN ORE TC INGERT. IDENTIFIABLE CHORDANTS INTO | 15 PROGRAMMED "Tr DETC— 
SEEMINGLY RANDCM SEQUENCES, 1E. WHITE BBHCP_GNEN | NATE STICK OF DYNAMITE UN- 
SOUND OX), TAKES BLAK PAWN — (GIVEN SOUND OY), TO DER LOSERS CHAR 
PRopuce ZOUND OXYCOSCHORDINT) TO DENTE "CHAGRIN? | TF gage kA- BOOM 
elitist mie 


¥ 


A WOE COMPUMER 


as Sem fy 
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“I didn't understand all that stuff he said between 
‘Good Morning, Class’ and ‘That concludes my 
lecture for today’.” 


“Why do | have to know math if havea mini-pocket- 
calculator?” 


“\...No thanks, .... just scanning...” 


“You're the Wizard of Oz?” 
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“Before attempting to determine the country’s next 


| N \ 1 wy le president, | suggest you try something com- 
Fart 


paratively simple, like who the class president will 
be!” 


“If it was mine, I'd pin-stripe and wax it!” 
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“It makes the job of keeping tabs on everyone a lot 
WESTAPP easier.” 


“Of course, he wants something that won't fall apart 
first time he uses it.” 


Wea! ~ 


“..We’d like to put two bucks on ‘Happy Daddy’ 
running in the seventh today..." 


“To what do you owe your great wisdom and 
knowledge?” 
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“Yes, progress is wonderful. This little baby only set 
us back $75,000.00 and we replaced a $90-per- 
week clerk with it.” 


“Let's see now ... Have you had any previous 
experience with electricity?” 


ComPpuTER PROGRAMMING 


TRAINIVG CENTER EMPLOYMENT |? 


“Any other experience besides selling programs at 
the ball park?” 


“You say you're an expert on computer 
technology?” 
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“The computer is guaranteed for fifty thousand 
miles or until it malfunctions ... whichever comes 
first.” 


MOM 's 
TASTY FRUITCAKE 


DAME 
Mp LAR » 
SEES ALL 3 
a f 


“This is Mom.” 


SS 
SS 
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“Not only does it give a more accurate reading thana 
crystal ball - it doesn’t break into a thousand 
pieces when you drop it!” 
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TIAGNO PATIENT PROFILE 


“Right Chief, we're running the suspects through the 
computer right now.” 


gan 
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“He was a top programmer until he fed the machine 
everything he knew.” 
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A MORE 
PorFouUrRr 


MPUTER Dan 


IF AT FIRST You DON'T 
SUCEED, TRY, TRY AGAIN 


“Let's not rush things now, Miss Jablonski.” 


| MATE: PET | 
COMPUTER SERVICE 


“Cinderella and the Prince could have made it a 
whole lot easier on themselves if they'd used 
computer dating.” 


“| think | forgot to tell the computer that Bambi is a 
Great Dane.” 


[coms 


DATING 


“Gee! my first computer date! | wonder what he'll be 
like?” 


DATE -MATCHING 


| COMPUTER 
CENTER 


arn 
RUNCEND 


“What could | do? They said the computer never 
makes a mistake!” 
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“Yeah? Well, it doesn’t make ME feel lowly and 
insignificant.” 


“Blast! Those kids have been monkeying with the As 
eiceuieyegalr “See? It refuses to compute when the Bionic Woman 
ison..." 


“I've got the Acme people on the line. They say they 
are sorry but your kit contained instructions for a 
KI-8 kit and you bought a KP-2 kit. They hope you 
have not been inconvenienced.” 
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“We can't do business after all... my computer isn't 


speaking to your computer.” 


“Honey, were you saving this for anything special?” 


“Do | remember what special day this is? Hmm... Of 


course! It's Norbert Wiener's birthday!” 


COMPUTELS SEIOLP 
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“Do you suppose my problem could be that | 
accidentally left them in my pocket and they ran 
through a complete wash and spin-dry cycle...?” 


“To err is human. To really foul up a computer takes 
aman.” 


“Shhssh! Hold it... let's go someplace where we can 
be alone...” 
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“Now hear this! | am the programmer. You are the 
programmee!” 


“That does not compute. That does not compute. 
That does...” 


(NITED e| 
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“What good is our new 50 million results per second 
when our best operator is hunt and peck?” 


“My programmer doesn't understand me." 
{a"gq other 


ROBOTS SuPer-herOes )} 


“| compute therefore | am.” 


Oo 
TowMYD “My life has become a dull endless cycle of 
programming and reprogramming.” 


“Never mind the sack; I'll eat ‘em here.” 


<bROTS AND, 
A RONNIE. 


BARK! BARKITM DOVE DOGS... 
THE (DEAL CANINE: 


ALTERNATIVE! 
IN THE PERFECT PET, 
FOR CITY DWELLERS! 
7WROW AWAY THAT MESSY 
POOPER SCOOPER f... 


C1 CLEAN AND ECONOMICALS 
YOu WONT FIND FLEAS OR OTHER 
NASTY PARASITES OW ME f 
No LISGUST/NG DROOL S 
NO DOGGIE ODOR! 


ZCAN ROLL 
OVER AND 


PLAY DEADS feu} 
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“This is our thinker model.” 


MINS AND MICROS ARE 
TONS ? You NEED 12-Bit 


OUR STORY f 
WORDS To BO ANYTHING 


OPENS AS 
PSEUDO HERO, 
SALESMAN FOR 
PLANETARY 
HERCULEAN 
COMPUTERS, 
16 TALKING 
To AN UN- 
SUSPECTING 
H.S. PHYSICS 
TEACHER. 


Jo LAND THIS LIL! 
MoOEL RockeT 
ON THE Moon. 


NO CHANCE ON A MINTOR 
MicRo IN BASIC / THAT'S A 
MACHINE CODE JOB FoR A S241 


SORRY LYSOL. ALL OOR 
BooGeET Wi GO FOR 
HAROWARE. NO CREATIVE 


EXCUSES 
HIAASELE, 


[BA SSS 


(i RAB WML A 
THIS |S DEFINITELY 


AR A Joe For... 
aie 


T'S SEE. THAT OLD 
NASA PROGRAM (S 

2.6m WoRes. Now To 
COMPRESS IT TO 4k 


READERS! WANT To TRY To MAKE 
A SOFT UNSING ON THE 
Moon 7? LUNAR IW 
Basic FITS IN 0.6K 
USER SPACE Ff ALONG 
WITH {00 OTHER GAMES 
IN "lol BASIC ComPuTER 
GAMES." OnLy $6.25 
PosTPAIO FROM = 
CREATIVE COMPUTING 
P.0. Box 789-M& 
Moreistown ,.NT 
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HERE'S YouR PROGRAM, 
MR. PHYSICS TEACHER, 
peg 
C) 
Nave, 
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OT960 
Gooo wek J? 
*Nes, astute readers — Creative Compuning's erudite, effervescent, 
@asy-going Edu-Man js indeed the twin brother of fearless, fighting, 
foulmovthed Wender Wart ttog. Apologies to Gilbert Shelton, — BHA 49 


OUR STORY OPENS AS ACE CREATIVE ee tania 
COMPUTING SALESMAN, RONALD LYSOL 
MAKES HIS ROUNDS OF SCHooLS AND. SOORESSUIG THE STH 


* GUEGES AND KEEPS HEARING THE GEG) SALES FORCE... 
oI 7 FOLLOWING So® Story... . 
La AL OUR 


WHILE AT THSS VERY AND ADMIRAL WATSON SPEAKS To WITH ALL THESE MALIcrous 
MOMENT, GENERAL DATA A SMALL GROUP OF HAND PIKE 
1S SPEAKING To THE SELECT TROOPS .. - 
AVON SALES FoRCE... 


Romor: 


FLYING ABOUT ,TWIS IS OB 


FIRST I VISIT WeUesiey WHERE T 
EXHIBIT MY FAMOUS ACCORDION IN 
WHICH TI CRUSH 36 RUMOR MONGERS 
TATo_IC'S WITH MY BARE HAND 


ANO FINDS Ir..-. —=S> 


low TO Teac THAT 
AVON MoB A LESSO# 


JUST AS FORMIDABLE ,wuicH 1 Dea- AND Now FOR THE LAST word. 

ONSTRATE Now IN ARMONK, IS IF You USE MINIS AND MICROS 

WY FAMOUS REPERWSSION PUNCH WISELY, YouLL HAVE PLENTY OF 
MONEY LEFT OVER FOR SUR'NS 
To CREATIVE COMPUTING. 
(AND PERHAPS A BIT For YouR 
FRIENOLY NEIGHBORHCod SUPER 


WART-HOG Too 1) ag curens! 


Talkative 
Terry 
Telephone 
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CRITTERS 


Terrible Tommy 
Teletype 


THES Ny pl’ PROFESSORS 
Ny@ay ROBOT 


I THINK [LL GIVE 
ITATRY Just 
To BE SURE. 


“Cold screwdriver, huh?” 


that movie about the robots that kill 
taki 


“Did you see th 
their programmers and @ over the world? | 
laughed all the way through it!” 


DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE 


‘Good morning, this is account number 35-0021- 
1973C. I'd like to be connected to my computer.” 
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soon as we find the OFF-ON switch you can start 


operations.” 
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but can it produce Snoopy printouts?” 


“Sure it looks impressive ... 
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“When are you going to learn the difference between 
a fly and a floating decimal?” 


“Would you like to hear what the odds are against 
that ever happening again?!” 


“The finest minds in the company have considered 
for two days, J.B., and it looks like OHIO STATE by 13.” 


ComPuTER 
CENTER 
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“I'd like you to meet Mr. Headly, he's a cyborg.” 
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Matt 


“He says that reminds him of the good old days.” 


layman's ‘langi uage.” 
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“It's our new self-programming terminal.” 
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“If it’s so smart, how come it ain't rich?” 


“Good Grief! It's sprung a leak!!”" 
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“Quick, Charlie! How much is 27 minus 6?” 
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“I'm afraid our computer is busy right now, sir. 
Would you like to speak with a human being?” 


71 


Yo: | vacuum 


iM PUTERS 
WZ Yale 
(ZF 
NY 
ahs 


“He folded all cards.” 
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“Fred's at that awkward stage between being 
replaced by a computer and collecting social 
security.” 23 


PARRAUCES HA AS 


“You forgot to tell him it's an antique computer, ... 
he thinks it's ours..." 


“Pill That's the quantity | forgot to factor in!!!" 
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“...0h, working on a 50 million dollar expansion 
program, ...what are you doing dear?” 
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“... our sales manager said when | finished this you'd 
say, ‘Wow!, what a terrific idea’.” “Nevermind the Ho, Ho, Ho's...” 


“He wants to see you about your tricky mailer, .... 
the one where the giant component pops out...” 7 


“...1 asked him to write a program language during 


his lunch hour... 


“...why didn't you tell me he had tennis elbow 4 
before | shook his hand?” 
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“You mean it's going to take two of those just to 
replace Hartwell?” 


ti 


“This is our finest economy model. It runs on just 
peanuts a day.” 


“Gosh! How can you afford to sell acomputer at that 
price?!” 


“Now this model is an extremely popular model - 
especially with our salesmen, because we get an 
exceptionally high commission if we unload 
them...” 
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“| figure it will pay for itself in the money we'd save on 
chalk.” 
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“C'mon, everybody — let's hear it for the computer 
repairman!" 


“Where did you learn to debug a program, 
Haverstraw?” 
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“1 can fix it, but I'll have to bring my shop here.” “I'll bet you 10 bucks it’s Mrs. Platt’s form again. 
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“It doesn’t compute!” 


er 


“... why this is terrible! unles: 
comes up with the right answer 
tiON.....000.1" 


Ss, Of course, he 
to the malfunc- 
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“It does the work of 50 girls, but you need 51 men to 
service it.” 
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“Now the final assembled product is tested by this 
machine. That instrument checks the testing 
fn tari 


“Of course, the hexical jackshaft limiter relay might 
possibly stick, preventing the coaxial 
copasolerator from actuating ... in which case, 
give it a kick.” 


87 


tral data bank at all... you 
"t you?” 


“You didn't call the cen! 
called Dial-A-Joke didn 
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BorsF 
“You're keeping something from me!!” 


“Why did you turn off my power? | paid my bill. See? 
Here's my canceled check.” 
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Goes 


“What do you mean, you demand higher voltage?!” 


“Forgive me, Betty, forgive me! I'm sorry | kicked you 
in the side panel...” “ en 
1 can use base ten, and you can't. 


000 ——— 000 


“Give you Boardwalk?! Are you crazy?!” 


SWAN’S CIRCUS 


“And hore: were you when the FORTRAN hit the 
fan?” 


“You're a hard worker, punctual, dedicated and the 
computer can't figure your little game.” 


“Turning off all the switches before you lock up 
doesn't include the LSI circuits!" 
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“We usually take the rubber bands off the bundles 
before we process them, Miss Bagwell.” 


“It recommends a Royal Coachman.” 
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“We don't seem to communicate anymore.” 


“You can't quit right in the middle of an operational 
stress analysis!” 


I7’S ONLy HUMAN! 
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“So, it made a mistake. It's only human!” 
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“T'll have a ham on rye, and he'll have an incremental 
plotter with all the input options.” 
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“It threw up when | programmed it to select the most 
honest political candidate.” 
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“Il fed our ‘Delicacy Supreme’ recipe into the 
computer ... and he ate it!” 


103 


“It wants us to call in another computer for a 
consultation.” 


NY YANKEES 
BASEBALL, INC. 


“The attendance at Sunday's game will be 64,837... 
but that's only a ballpark figure!” 


104 


“I've found the trouble. The other computers are 
passing the work to number 12.” 


“About our prospects for that merger, it says: ‘You 
have a snowballs chance in...'" 


“If | asked it the wrong question, why did it answer?” 


“There seems to be a mix-up in the tapes. | keep 
getting Guy Lombardo.” 
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“It says the number you dialed is not a voting 
number.” 


“I've been getting a lot of complaints about this 
computer, Baxter. | want to see both of you inmy 


office!” 
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a “...And when | hit ‘Gently Down the Stream,’ you 
come in with ‘Row, Row, Row your Boat.'” 

“It gives the answer as 12,621,859.007. But, it says it's 
just a hunch.” 
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“Some of these modern machines can do anything.” 
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“Will everyone quiet down, please? We have arather 
lengthy agenda.” 


DANE 


“How'd the production manager take it when you 
brought in all those specification changes, Burt?” 
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“I'll have that computer's hide for this!” 
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“Now, who are you going to believe ... a forty year 
old mathematician or a two year old computer?” 


“Let me begin by saying the computer was old and 
probably due to be replaced anyway.” 
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“Our next speaker will talk on the subject of ‘the 
pitfalls of electronic funds transfer systems’.” 
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“C.J., find B.W. on the P.D.Q. and tell him two V.1.P.’s 
from 1.B.M. and N.C.R. want to discuss the 
D.P.M.A. on the Q.T. with the E.D.P. and E.A.M. 
managers ... O.K.?” 


“Johnson, | hear you don't trust our new computer- 
based environmental control system.” 


“That's the third paragraph you've started with 
‘according to our computer’.” 
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“Well, let's see if the front office thinks THIS one is 
simple enough to operate!” 
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“What's wrong with his asking you for a date?... 
He’s only thirty-four.” 
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“What do you think of that, Mr. Genius?!” 
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The diversity in The Best of 
Creative Computing — Vol- 
ume 1 can only be described 
as staggering. The book 
contains 328 pages of articles 
and fiction about computers, 
games that you can play with 
computers and calculators 
hilarious cartoons, _ vivid 
graphics and comprehensive 
book reviews. 

Authors range from Isaac 
Asimov to Sen. John Tunney 
of California, from Marian 
Goldeen, an eighth-grader in 
Palo Alto to Erik McWilliams 
of the National Science 
Foundation; and from Dr. 
Sema Marks of CUNY to 
Peter Payack, a small press 
poet. In all, over 170 authors are represented in over 200 
individual articles, learning activities, games, reviews and stories. 

This 328-page book has 108 pages of articles on computers in 
education, CAI, programming, and the computer impact on 
society; 10 pages of fiction and poetry including a fascinating 
story by Isaac Asimov about all the computers on earth linking up 
after a nuclear war to support the few remaining survivors; 15 
pages of “Foolishness” including a cute cartoon piece - 
called"Why We're Losing Our War Against Computers”; 26 pages 
on “People, Places, and Things” including the popular feature 
"The Compleat Computer Catalogue” which gives capsule 
reviews and lists sources for all kinds of computer-related 
goodies; 79 pages of learning activities, problems and puzzles; 29 
pages continuing 18 computer games including a fantastic 
extended version of the single most popular computer game — 
Super Star Trek; and 32 pages of in-depth book and game reviews 
including Steve Gray's definitive review of 34 books on the Basic 
language 

The Best of Creative Computing - Volume 1 is available by mail 
for $8.95 plus 75¢ postage from Creative Computing Press, Attn: 
Helen P.O. Box 789-M, Morristown, N.J. 07960. 


The Best of 


creative 
corpatirg 


Volume 1 Edited by David H. Ahi 


THE BEST OF BYTE — VOL. 1 


The Best of Byte - Volume 1 is a 384-page blockbuster of a book 
which contains the majority of material from the first 12 issues of 
Byte magazine. 146 pages are devoted to “Hardware” and are 
cram full of how-to articles on everything from TV displays to 
joysticks to cassette interfaces. The section on computer kits 
describes building 7 major kits. But hardware without software 
might as well be a boat anchor, so there are 125 pages of 

Software and Applications” ranging from on-line debuggers to 

games to a complete small business accounting system. A 
section on “Theory” examines the how and why behind the 
circuits and programs, and a final section “Opinion” looks at 
where this explosive new hobby is heading 

The Best of Byte - Volume 1 is edited by Cari Helmers and David 
Ahi and published by Creative Computing Press. Price in the US 
is $11.95 plus $1.00 shipping and handling ($12.95 total): foreign 
orders add $1.00 ($13.95 total). Orders from individuals must be 
prepaid. Creative Computing Press, Attn: Helen , P.O. Box 789- 
M. Morristown, NJ 07960. Allow 8 weeks for delivery 
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THE BEST OF 
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You.2 EDITED BY DAVID AHL 


This fascinating 336-page book contains the best of the 
articles, fiction, foolishness, puzzles, programs, games, and 
reviews from Volume 2 issues of Creative Computing magazine. 
The contents are enormously diverse with something for 
everyone. Fifteen new computer games are described with 
complete listings and sample runs for each; 67 pagesare devoted 
to puzzles, problems, programs, and things to actually do. 
Frederik Pohl drops in for a visit along with 10 other super 
storytellers. And much more! The staggering diversity of the book 
can really only be grasped by examining the contents, or better 
yet, the book itself. 

Price is $8.95 plus $0.75 shipping and handling in the USA 
($9.70 total); outside USA, add $1.00 ($10.70 total). Individual 
orders must be prepaid. Creative Computing Press, Attn: Helen 
P.O. Box 789-M, Morristown, NJ 07960. 


101 BASIC Computer Games is the most popular 
book of computer games in the world. Every pro- 
gram in the book has been thoroughly tested and 
appears with a complete listing, sample run, and de- 
scriptive write-up. All you need add is a BASIC- 
speaking computer and you're set to go. 


101 BASIC Computer Games. Edited by David H. 
Ahi. 248 pages. 8%x11 paperbound. $7.50 plus 75¢ 
postage and handling ($8.25 total) from Creative 
Computing, P.O. Box 789-M, Morristown, NJ 07960. 


When you get your home or 


office computer, 


will you 


know what to do with it? 


The typical home or small business computer system starts 
with a microcomputer, keyboard, cassette recorder, and TV set. 
From there you can add the peripherals, sensors, controllers, 
and other devices you need for your own special applications. 


Music, Speech 


keyboard Synthesis 


Cassette 

Recorder 
Floppy Disc 
Input Sensors 


Creative Computing Magazine is dedicated to describing 
applications for home, school, and small business computers 
completely and pragmatically in non-technical language. You 
won't need a Ph.D in Computer Science, or a technical reference 
library, or a computer technician beside you to get these 
applications up and running. We give you complete hardware and 
software details. Typically, applications utilize commercially 
available systems. However, if an application needs a piece of 
home-brew hardware, we tell you how to build it. Or if it requires a 
combination of high-level and machine language code, we give 
you the entire listings along with the flowcharts and algorithms. 

We also run no-nonsense reviews of computers (assembled 
and kits), peripherals, terminals, software, and books. We're frank 
and honest, even if it costs us an advertiser, which it occasionally 
has. 

Here are just some of the applications you'll see fully described 
in future issues of Creative Computing. 


Color TV Set 


Microcomputer 


Joysticks 


Output 
Control Lines 


Building Management and Control 

1. Alarm monitoring/police notification 

2. Environmental control (heating, air conditioning, humidifica- 
tion, dehumidification, air purity, etc.) 

3. Fire and smoke detection 

4.Appliance control (microwave oven, gas oven, refrigerator) 

5.Perimeter system control (sprinklers, outdoor lights, gates ) 

6.Solar and/or auxiliary energy source control 

7. Watering system control based on soil moisture 

8.Fuel economizing systems 

9.Maintenance alert system for household devices (key 
component sensing and periodic preventative maintenance) 


Household Management 
1. Address/telephone file 
2. Investment analysis 
3. Loan/annuity/interest calculations and analysis 
4.Checkbook maintenance 
5. Periodic comparisons of expenditures vs. budget 
6. Monitor time and cost of telephone calls 
7.Record incoming telephone calls and select appropriate 

response to caller 

8.Recipe file 
9. Diet/nutrition analysis 

10. Menu planning 

11. Pantry inventory/shopping list 


Health Care 
1.Medical/dental record keeping 
2. Insurance claim processing 
3.Health maintenance instrumentation control (EKG, blood 
chemical analysis, diet analysis, self-diagnosis) 
Education and Training 
1. Mathematics drill and practice 
2. Problem solving techniques 
3. Tutorial instruction in a given field 
4. Simulation and gaming 
5.Music instruction and training 
6. Music composition and synthesis 
7. Learning to program 
8. Software development 
9. Perception/response/manipulation skills improvement 
Recreation and Leisure 
1.Games, games, games 
2. Puzzle solving 
3. Animation/kinetic art 
4. Sports simulations 
5. Needlepoint/stitchery/weaving pattern generation 
6. Computer art 
7. Library cataloging (books, records, etc.) 
8.Collection catalog/inventory/value (coins, stamps, shells, 
antique auto parts, comics, etc.) 
9. Model railroad control 
10. Amateur radio station control 
11. Astronomy; star, planet, satellite tracking 
12. Robotics 
13. Speech recognition and synthesis 


Business Functions 
1. Small business accounting 
2.Word processing/text editing 
3. Customer files 
4. Software development 
5. Operations research 
6. Scientific research 
7.Computer conferencing 
8. Telephone monitoring 
9. Engineering calculations 
10. Statistical analysis ro) 
11. Survey tabulation 
12. Inventory contro! 


For fast action, call 


800-631-8112 


(In NJ: 201-540-0445) 
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Send to: Creative Computing. Attn: Helen 


P.O. Box 789-M. Morristown, NJ 07960 eee 


13. Mailing lists 
r---------- ——————————— 
| SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM | 
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I Lifetime 5 300 © 400 i 
| Institutional 1-Year 2 15 0 15 1 
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| BankAmencard Card No | 
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LOMPUTER-RAG 


COMPUTER RAGE is a fascinating new board game based on a 
large-scale multi-processing computer system. The object is to move 
your three programs from input to output. Moves are determined by 
the roll of 3 binary dice. Hazards include priority interrupts, program 
bugs, decision symbols which alter your path, power failures, and 
restricted use input and output channels, Notes are included for using 


Blick design. 
Einstein in black, white light green shirt 
shirt, scarlet sleeve and 


collar trim, 


Scarlet design, 
orange shirt 


MA NIG TOg 


TAKE A 
COMPUTER 
TO LUNCH 


T-Shirts a- 
vailable in 
adult sizes S. 
ML. XL. All 
coiton, made 
in USA. $4.50 
each post 
paid in USA 
$5.50 to for- 
cig ad 
Send 


IRIE 


Hot pink design, 
yellow shirt 


Purple design, powder 
blue shirt 

dresses. 
order (speci- 

fying design 

and size) with payments to 
Creative Computing. P.O 
Box 789-M, Morristown. 
NJ 07960. Allow & weeks 
for delivery 


Enterprise 


©1977 ty Creative Comput 
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the game in school. Ages 10-adult; 2-4 players. COMPUTER RAGE 
comes with a colorful board, 12 program playing pieces, 3 binary dice, 
38 interrupt cards. Orders must be prepaid. Only $8.95 postpaid ($10 
outside of USA). Creative Computing, P.O. Box 789-M, Morristown, 
NJ 07960, Attn: Helen 


ler uses and the very latest 
techniques. In its pages. 35 artists who work with computers 


explain how the computer can be 
programmed either to actualize the 

artist's concept (such as the 

visualization of fabric before it is wo- 

ven) oF to produce finished pieces. Illustrated 

with more than 160 examples of computer art, 9 


of them in full color, ARTIST AND COMPUTER 
t will fascinate and inspire anyone who is in 


terested in art or com- 
puter technology. Size 
8 Be" 11 


Edited by RUTH LEAVITT 


Paper $4.95, cloth $10: now at selected bookstores, or send payment plus 
75¢ handling to Creative Computing. P.O. Box 789M, Morristown, N.J 
07960. N.J. residents add 5% sales tax 
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It's the azine that answers 
to No ONE #7 CREATIVE COoMm- 
PUTING is the Last outspoken 
Bastion of TRUTH left in 
America to: . Read it and 
you shall be free F Contained 


within these pages are mind- 


blowing glimpses ef REALITY as 
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